LETTER IN RESPONSE TO OPPOSITION OF OUR TOBACCO-FREE POLICY
Date

Name

Title

Business Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Dear (PERSONALIZE WITH NAME),

In response to your recent comment about our tobacco-free policy, our mission calls us to improve the health of not only those we serve and their families, but also those who work with us. Tobacco use is the leading cause of preventable disease worldwide and is responsible for approximately one in five deaths in West Virginia. On average, 11 West Virginians die each day from smoking, and tobacco is the cause of more than one of every five deaths in the state and is the root cause of many illnesses and lost productivity. Tobacco use in and around hospitals poses health and safety risks for patients, employees and visitors.

Second-hand smoke has been proven hazardous to people’s health. The 2006 U.S. Surgeon General report, The Health Consequences of Involuntary Exposure to Tobacco Smoke, presents indisputable scientific evidence that secondhand smoke causes premature death and serious disease in non-smokers. It is a serious health hazard and there is no risk-free level of exposure. As healthcare providers, hospitals must provide an overall healthy environment to patients and visitors, inside and outside.

As healthcare providers, we will offer our leadership to stop this public health epidemic. (HOSPITAL NAME) has joined hospitals across West Virginia in an effort to become tobacco-free. Our tobacco-free policy is intended to create a healthy environment for everyone who comes to (HOSPITAL NAME) to receive care, visit a patient or to work. We hope that you will understand and support our tobacco-free initiative.

Sincerely,

Name

Director of Quality Management

Phone
